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Minneapolis has always been deemed the right-brained half of the Twin Cities.  But the city's design cachet rose sharply in 1981 when maverick ad agency Fallon McElligott hung out it's shingle at 89 S. Ninth St.and convinced the advertising community that Madison Avenue wasn't the only center of the creative universe.  By 1984 (the year in which the Macintosh was born to forever change grahic design), Fallon had snagged more awards than it could carry,  along with Advertising Age's coveted "agency of the year" distinction.  The same year, the firm expanded its empire by partnering with design guru Joe Duffy to create the graphic emporium, Duffy Design.

Still, Fallon and Duffy are only two slices of the creative pie in a city that flaunts the second-largest chapter of the American Institute od Graphic Arts (AIGA).  In more recent years, new firms have been added to the mix as Duffy disciples have launched their own ventures--among them, Haley Johnson (Haley Johnson design), Sharon Werber (Werner Design Werks) and Charles S. Anderson, whose work has been described by Japanese master designer Ikko Tanaka as having a style that's "truly American." Anderson's firm was recently named among the 10 most influential design firms in the world

by Graphis magazine.  Other Minneapolis prodigies include Laurie DeMartino (Studio d), Richard Boynton (Wink), Tim Eaton, Monica Little (Little & Company) and Eric Madsen (The Office of Eric Madsen).

Not content to sit on its accolades, Minneapolis is a community that constantly--and often painfully--questions convention. Indigenous doyen Tim Larsen founded his own shop in 1975 and, in 1991, spearheaded the city's "Core of Understanding" conference, a creative summit exploring how design could contribute to a greater society. Larsen attributes his hometown's teeming creative ecosystem to a longstanding history of social tolerance, a yen for culture and a love of academia. Institutions ranging from the Walker Art Center to the Minneapolis Institute of Art to the Frank Gehry-designed Weisman Museum have anchored the city's position on the big-idea map.
